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         HIGHLIGHTS: 
          
         - Several speakers discuss the role of elders in educating 
         young people and the loss of respect for the elders in modern 
         Indian society. 
         Wilfred Owl:  Ladies and gentlemen, chiefs, and members of the 
         Foundation, and also governors and (inaudible) of the reserve, 
         we welcome you today to the Spanish River, our reservation,  
         our island reservation, on behalf of our elders and various 
         reserves.  And I think it's a very important occasion for us in 
         our, maybe in our middle age and understand maybe slightly 
         older, that we can make this tribute in recognition to our 
         elder people from different reserves who have served us in 
         their time when they were active as parents helping us to grow 
         to manhood, womanhood and also that participated in 
         leaderships.  We that have some ex-chiefs that served at their 



         bands for a number of years.  And my (inaudible) has always 
         been as the chief of this reserve, and I have been able to 
         serve it for quite a number of years, that I have approached my 
         staff and also my council and I have talked to different, 
         various band members of my reserve, that we're going to do 
         this.  This is something that chiefs can take home from here 
         and our people who are from other bands, that we're giving 
         special recognition to all of our elder chiefs going back 100 
         years, even though they are dead and gone and yet they have 
         helped to maintain the business of, you know... one of our main 
         problems is restoring our culture, our heritage.  And these 
         people, elder people, they weren't honored then.  They were 
         just part of keeping up our native way of life.  And I think 
         most of that is they never really sat down to gave any 
         consideration to those that have served us in the past. 
          
         Well, what I'm going to do up here (inaudible) is I'm going to 
         read all the names of all those that served in the last 100 
         years as chiefs.  Maybe I can dig up some names of councillors 
         and I'm going to put them on here.  And also we did our survey 
         in our present time and they also will get recognition for the 
         time that we serve our band, and this again, we won't forget 
         those that worked hard for us. 
          
         One thing that struck me the most I think, Mike Farrell was the 
         vice-president for this region for five or six years and we 
         have a (inaudible) up north, up in James Bay.  And the last day 
         of the meeting, we're going to see the people to come up and 
         say something, we were ready to receive complaints.  But the 
         last day of the meeting, I think it was on the afternoon that 
         all these people came up, people that had to have interpreters.  
         These people held maybe some sort of a position with the town.  
         Most of them were from the Indian part of that little town.  
         But you know that those elders and those elder people, though 
         they didn't know the English, and they couldn't speak it, and 
         yet they sat there very much with pride.  They had pride.  You 
         know, just to be sitting there but also to participate in some 
         of their complaints.  And I can be, as a younger generation, to 
         sort of get away from that, that we don't see the things that 
         these older people served.  They might have not been able to 
         accomplish things that we're accomplishing today and I think a 
          
         lot of our accomplishment, we have to give credit to education.  
         I think that was mentioned there at the ceremony, the 
         education.  And I don't think that we would have been where we 
         are today (inaudible).  You know, everything, with modern 
         education and services.  And this is what we're going to do.  I 
         have other chiefs that are still living today, like Bill 
         Tooloos(?) and I have Richard (inaudible) and William Bonn(?) 
         who served before my time.  And I'm giving people special 
         recognition.  We'll be giving them certificates but also I'm 
         going to give them the title of elder chiefs.  And I think this 
         is the way that we can give some contribution to the previous 
         chiefs that were chiefs in more hard times. 
          
         And I think when we give special recognition, we sort of look 
         down to these old people.  Well, they're old and we don't need 



         them any more.  And that's a very poor attitude.  I know my 
         mother is... it's her birthday today and she is 87.  She is 
         here with us today and (inaudible) too hard, and I'm telling 
         you maybe too hard.  They had to do when I talk to her.  And 
         get some of her feelings, get some of her advice.  And also 
         that mother influence always there when you go through another 
         life, to help you in the time when you're going through a 
         testing.  But today, we ignore a lot of elders who were 
         leaders.  It's not like the way it was 50 years ago.  It's more 
         like a business today, being a leader for that.  I just thought 
         (inaudible) so this is something that you can do when go back 
         in the reserve.  Don't discredit these elders, these old 
         chiefs.  And I think if a band will do that, give these people 
         the recognition, the service that they gave us in their time, 
         when they served in the office as a chief or elder or as 
         councillors, this really helps for the reserve to be united 
         quite strongly.  Because here you are.  Just because you're a 
         chief or because you're a councillor, it doesn't mean you have 
         any more, you know, power to exercise power, or to sort of look 
         down on the people. 
          
         And I think this is the way I try, I work with them as a team.  
         The council, my staff, we don't bicker on things, we try to 
         settle the things the way they should be settled.  I think this 
         is why you'll see our reserve moving very strongly and advance 
         in many areas.  The sanitarium we built this last year and we 
         built that other administration, the same time - the two 
         buildings together.  It took a lot of time to pool our efforts 
         but everybody worked hard, and I think that's the secret of a 
         successful reserve.  You really progress as people working 
         together as a team.  And to respect one another.  To respect 
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         our religions and in no way and I don't go in there (inaudible
         and my colleagues were (inaudible).  I am a very deep religious 
         man and I am a clergyman and so, but I respect their belief 

at          because that's the way they know.  (Inaudible)  And I know th
         it really counts that we can harmonize with God, with the Great 
         Spirit.  But if we rely on other (inaudible) in religion. 
          
         Yo
         is in many ways.  They use this as a weapon to defy ours.  But I 
         think when we are united as one people, we have one mind and we 
         see one another immediately part of our life.  And I'm telling 
         you, if we work together as a team we're going to go a lot 

 my         further in advancing ourselves and (inaudible).  I talked to
         Dad and he didn't join the church until he got married.  He was 
         raised up in his Indian religion, my dad.  He's still alive, he 
         tells me a lot of things.  This is what always struck me, he 
         came to a river and he got on his knees and he thanked God for
         giving him another safe journey to the river.  When he came to 
         a lake, he did the same thing.  But to me it was (inaudible).  
         And I think it is his pride in our way of life, that nature, to 
         live with nature, to live with the (inaudible).  And he 

          (inaudible) hear the birds singing, to hear the squirrels
         having a great time climbing trees and making their type of 
         noises (inaudible).  All that, that's (inaudible), to live wi
         nature, to live with God (inaudible).  And one thing about 
         nature, we sort of got away from that.  An Indian, he was ha



         to live from day to day.  He never looked forward to ten 
         months, he never looked for a pension plan.  You know, he was 
         just glad that he exists that day and I think that's one of the 
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         things we got away from.  And I have found as a chief that you 
         live under pressure.  You're trying to live in a speed game.  
         Everything is so fast and I (inaudible) we would have to learn 
         to simmer down and enjoy our Indian way.  So I love you, each 
         one.  You're my friends, you're my brothers and sisters as 
         Indian people.  And I can look upon one another as a family,
         and upcoming we'll become a strong nation.  God Bless. 
          
         (a
          
         Dominic Eshkawkogan:  Thank you, Chief.  (Inaudible) 
          
         Ro
         grandmothers, parents and Indian people, I'd like to welcome 
         you to our first, hopefully to be an annual, conference betwee
         the elders and the directors to the work of the elders.  You 
         know, in many of some of the speeches I never said (inaudible) 
         completely forgot about.  I had to improvise for so long.  A lon
         dream of mine is what's taking place today.  To bring the 
         elders and the parents and the young people together to try to 
         reassess where we've gone wrong in the past and try and improve 
         on those wrongs and those mistakes.  When I was a young child, 
         I can still picture myself tagging along behind several old men 
         listening to what they were talking about.  And in the course 
         of their conversations, I was able to pick up a lot of 

uture          prophetic messages:  prophecies or deep looks into the f
         of what was going to happen to our people.  And I can honestly 
          

y that all of those prophecies that I heard when I was a          sa
         child have either come to pass or are pretty well on their w
         There was one old chief who was not only an elder to me, he was 
         also a friend of mine.  In fact, he was the first one that ever 
         exposed me to serious politics that take place on an Indian 
         reserve.  And a lot of his advice has carried over into my te
         as chief of the Wikwemikong Indian Reserve.  That advice came 
         to be very valuable at crucial times in my career (inaudible) 
         turn to for advice on those matters. 
          
         Bu
         seen, I can see a lot of changes.  In my own younger days, i
         was unheard of the young people to be indulging in alcoholic 
         beverages, drugs.  And this has happened today and this was 
         predicted by the old people.  And it's accepting the western 
         European culture and all the trappings that go along with it. 
         The Indian culture has deteriorated to the point where 
         (inaudible).  And unfortunately the people are at the st
         where we are (inaudible), we are realizing that we have to 
         survive as a nation.  And if these groups of people didn't c
         from overseas, if they didn't discover America accidentally by 
         Columbus in 1492, we were here, we were placed here by the 
         Creator, this is our land.  And today we are strangers in our 
         own land.  And the reason we are strangers in our own land is 
         because we accepted it, everything that has come across the 
         great salt lake and (inaudible).  And in doing so, we put asi



         our spiritual and cultural values. 
          
         There is a lot of Indian people today that are not fluent in 
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         their own language and that's a very sad thing.  There are a 
         lot of cultural (inaudible) among our elders and it saddens 
         their heart to see young people that are unable to use the 
         voice, the language that they were raised in.  The Indian 
         language is our language to learn.  The English language, 
         anybody can learn that, anybody with half a brain.  In the 
         Indian language, there are no swear words that can be used t
         take the name of the Creator in vain.  In the English language, 
         every second word there is a curse word or a swear word.  So 
         one of the main concerns of the elders that have passed on was
         the proper way of going back to what once was ours exclusively.  
         So with this in mind and with the help of a lot of people, we 
         have managed to organize this conference of bringing the elders
         together with the young people and the parents. 
          
         So
         this.  You grandparents have responsibility to teach, not only 
         the parents but also your grandchildren, how to live properly, 
         how to be respectful of your fellow man.  Somebody was telling 
         me, somebody from my reserve that has relatives on a reserve in 
         Ontario, not too long ago, that he knows of a young man that 
         walked into his grandmother's house and beat her up so severel
         that the old lady will probably never recover from the severe 
         beating that she received from her grandchild.  Now that's abou
          

e lowest thing that can happen on the face of this earth.  In          th
         my day we were taught to respect grandparents.  Not only our 
         own grandparents but the grandparents of other people, our 

s         friend's.  We were taught to respect our aunts and our uncle
         We were taught to respect our parents.  And in this day and 
         age, this is not happening.  The parents of today have put 
         aside that responsibility.  So you can see the results every
         day.  Young people are being placed in jail.  They are being 
         picked up for alcohol and drug abuse and all the vices that go
         along with modern day society.  And you parents have a 
         responsibility to listen to the advice of the grandparen
         And the youth has a responsibility to learn from both their 
         parents and their grandparents. 
          
         No
         serious remark but a remark which I feel strongly should be
         made at this point in time.  And it could almost be considere
         as a prediction, I suppose.  But if we do not start now, 

re in         teaching our children the proper way of living, to perseve
         everything they do, educational-wise and otherwise, parents are 
         going to be burying their young and the grandparents are going 
         to be weeping over their grandchildren.  This is what is going 
         to happen if we do not start now to try and do something about 
         what our people are going through at the present.  It's a huge 
         responsibility; it's a long hard job.  We probably can't do it 
         overnight but we can start trying right now, as of today.  See, 
         there are certain roles that the two groups of people have to 
         play.  The grandparents have a role as teachers of the future 
         generations.  And the present generation has the responsibility



         of continuing Indian culture or improving on what we've lost or 
         trying to revive what we have lost or put aside. 
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, we're going to be having workshops all during the course of 

         to take up too much of your time because there are other 
         speakers that will be following me.  But I'm asking you ri
         from the bottom of my heart, I'm asking all the grandparents to
         start teaching about the proper way of living.  See, advice 
         that's not given is advice wasted.  And the parents have 
         responsibility of bringing up your children, with the help
         the grandparents, properly.  And the children have the 
         responsibility of listening and obeying and taking the a
         of their grandparents.  We're living in a society that's highly
         competitive and I've seen in recent years where this 
         competition has extended to the native people themselv
         Where sometimes you have one reserve pitted against another 
         reserve in political conflict.  It shouldn't be that way.  You 
         should all get together and try to achieve a common goal.  And 
         that's survival in our own country, our own continent.  I'd 
         like to.... 
          
         (B
          
         ..
         including education, that's a great step forward.  But if we 
         continue at the present trend that we are now, the future for 
         native people doesn't look too bright. 
          

 it's going to take a monumental effo         So
         person that's in this room today to start to spread the word 
         that the Indian is being resurrected, the Indian is coming 

.         alive again, and he is going to be strong in his own country
         And there is no better place to start than in our own homes 
         with our own children and with our own grandchildren.  So I'm
         begging of the grandparents to help in this long process.  You 
         have the cultural knowledge.  In spite of all I've learned from 
         elders that have passed on, I am still learning from the elders 
         of today.  This learning process, there is no end to it.  And 
         it's a common knowledge that in white society, an Indian person
         is never going to be accepted as an equal and he's never going 
         to be accepted as a white person.  But a lot of us have the 
         misconception that we will be, and as a result we are becomin
         very bad Indians or poor Indians.  So why not make ourselves 
         stronger and superior to the white people, because the white 
         people have never survived in this country without the help of
         our forefathers.  So let's be proud of that and, with our help, 
         the young people can become strong again where they can become 
         equal if not superior to their white counterparts.  It takes a 
         lot of work. 
          
         So
         the day where people will have an opportunity to talk to the 
         elders, get some advice on how they can initiate this process 
         of cultural and educational revival in their own homes.  One of 
         the sad parts of living in Indian society today is the total 

n          lack of control over our young people.  In school, the childre
         are pretty well running most of the schools.  If a child is 



         punished, often times a parent will go to the school and raise 
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         hell with the teacher.  They know pretty well that their child 
         did something wrong.  It's not the child that's being hurt by 
         any kind of disciplinary action, it's the pride of the parents 
         that's being hurt.  Well, there is a day that's come when you 
         have to swallow your pride and face reality.  This discipline 
         should actually be coming from your own homes, our own homes.  
         You can't depend on somebody else to raise our kids for us, 
         that's our responsibility.  And if we don't do it, we're goin
         to have to answer to that some day.  Because the Creator 
         blessed us with children.  We are considered as parents to have 
         a huge responsibility of making sure that these people grow up 
         to be respectable individuals, people that are proud of what 
         they are, and people that have the intestinal fortitude to 
         carry out the things that need to be carried out.  The peopl
         drop out of school just because they don't like the teachers, 
         or they don't like the system.  Well, these people aren't going  
          
          
         to be any use to the future generations.  That's the sad part 
         of it all.  It's a very real aspect, it's a real... we can't 
         put it aside and, like we shovel dust under the rug or 
         something.  We have to face up to it.  So, the children that 
         are growing up that are in elementary school now, that are in 
         high school, presently attending high school or university, 
         these people have to, in order to become of any use to their 
         own people, have to complete what they set out to do and not 
         give up.  Because I suppose if you gave up once, well you're 
         pretty well lost.  So the grandparents and the parents have th
         responsibility of encouraging these people to pursue what needs 
         to be pursued and to do what needs to be done.  So with your 

          help, I'm pretty sure this can be achieved.  And with the help
         of our political leaders on our reserves, although they are 
         doing all they can to make sure that children get a proper 
         education, they can only do so much.  The rest of the 
         responsibility belongs in our own homes.  And if there 
         encouragement from our own homes, then I don't know what's 
         going to happen.  Maybe that prediction I made just a few 
         minutes ago will come true.  I certainly hope not but the v
         real possibility is there.  And if you think about it deeply, I 
         think you will get down to the real meaning of what I'm trying 
         to say.  So with that in mind, I'll turn the microphone over to 
         Dominic Eshkawkogan who also has a few words to say to the 
         assembly. 
          
         (a
          
         Do
         today.  And as Ron mentioned, we have a lot to learn.  Being in 
         the field of education, I see that every day.  I see the needs 
         of our people.  I see the needs within myself.  Where do we get 
         the encouragement from?  Education is a very lengthy process.  
         It starts from the very first day that we start in life.  We 
         are taught by our parents how to speak.  We are taught by our 
         parents to smile.  One of the first things we are taught is how
         to smile, as infants.  That is your first step in education.  
         It starts the first time they sit up.  You've seen little 



         children being sat up and you try to hold them up, that is part 
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         of the education process.  And it goes on all through life.  We 
         are taught how to cope with the everyday situations, we are 

he          taught how to look after our finances.  This is done during t
         school process.  A lot of times I go home at night, sometimes 
         with tears in my eyes.  It's so hard today to reach our young 
         people.  The vast opportunities that are available to them 
         today which some of you can remember back was not available to 
         us.  I can remember the day that I applied for a training 
         course but I was turned down.  I was told, "You take the co
         first and after you're finished, we'll reimburse you."  I asked 
         to take that course because I wanted to learn the trade.  I 
          
          
         di
         low.  I can go back to the reserve history another thirty yea
         and at that time, I think the only jobs that were available on 
         the reserve was the teacher.  Today there is employment 
         opportunities on the reserve.  And I wanted to learn so b
         that time, and that's what I was told, "You take the course 
         first.  You pay for it.  And then after you complete the 
         course, we'll reimburse you."  I asked to go to school bec
         I didn't have any money. 
          
         No
         no reason why anybody can't get an education today.  It is 
         there, it's available.  You are picked up at your door to go
         school.  They drop you at the door of your school.  I think 

r          some of us will remember the days that we walked to school fo
         about a mile, two miles; maybe some people walked more than 
         five miles to go to school.  But today we are picked up at th
         door. 
          
         Ho
         older people, maybe we'll find ways to reach our young people, 
         find ways that they will respect elderly people.  It's so hard 
         to see young people, the way they address their parents and 

e          their grandparents.  It is hopefully with this process that w
         are starting, by talking with the old people.  They were the 
         teachers in the old days.  The grandmothers taught the young 
         children the basic things of life, the everyday ongoing things
         And when the boys were old enough, the fathers and the 
         grandfathers took them out in the woods and taught them 
         day.  Taught them how to respect the elderly people.  And again
         as I mentioned and Ronny has mentioned, we are always learning 
         until the day we die.  The education process will still be 

n          going on because we learn every day.  It is with this hope i
         mind that this workshop will give us some sort of an answer.  
         Get us a way to show our young people the respect that we have 
         for the elderly people.  Once respect is achieved I think 
         communication will be very easy at that time.  I'd like to 
         thank you for your time and the next speaker I would like to
         welcome from Saskatchewan, one of the elders out in 
         Saskatchewan, I'd like to welcome Smith Atimoyoo.   
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         experiences in every day of our lives.  It's always great t
         see people come together and think and share with one another 
         the things that are happening around us today, especially in 
         our Indian communities.  As our previous speaker mentioned tha
         the education process goes from a very early age until we are 
         no more.  I'd like to speak my own experience in terms of how 
          
         understand what education is all about.  I don't pretend to 
         know everything because I'm still a student and I will always 
         be
         perhaps making a person whole.  We are in a system today that 
         we... sometimes it's very hard to understand.  A system that 
         sometimes conflicts as our own idea of what education is a
         Sometimes, as Indian people, we tend to feel that we are 
         educated and perhaps in the European way and we do not respect
         our way of education.  And so this is why I want to perhaps 
         talk about the education that I went through. 
          
         I never was in a boarding school.  One day I wanted to go to 
         boarding school because my fellow young people 
         st
         young person and as a young man, I liked that idea of having 
         girl friends, many, you know.  Meeting young girls and having 
         girl friend, you know, that's what a young man is all about, 
         you know, when we were young.  And I wanted to get a share of 
         that, too.  But when I asked my father, I wanted to go to 
         boarding school and he looked at me kind of a weird way, to me
         anyway.  And he looked at me, he questioned.  You know that 

en          questioning look that an old man, an elder, looks at you wh
         you don't understand it.  And he said, "You are going to go to 
         school right here."  At that time we were living in a tipi.  
         And that was it.  He had spoken and I had to respect that what 
         he said, he meant.  He meant it.  Today, as I look around 
         having gone through the education process in the system that w
         all go through, I feel very proud that I had listened to my 
         father and my mother who thought it best for me to learn in
         that tipi.  I learned respect, what kinship was.  I learned to 
         respect my elders.  I learned to respect my mother and my 
         father, my sister.  (Cree), we call them in the Cree, (Cree).
         That was a special person.  (Cree), my elder.  And you know, 

          through that process of learning, of being educated in that
         tipi was very great.  And today that is why I feel that I have 
         a lot of pride in my Indianness.  I feel proud that I can stil
         talk my language.  Had I gone to boarding school, I might hav
         lost my language.  I might have thought that my language is not 
         important enough.  And today I find a lot of our young people 
         back home who have gone to school, they have laid aside that 
         very important learning and that is the retention of that 
         language.  That is ours.  The privilege that we have, to have 
         our own means of communication, first of all with our people 
         whom we are very concerned with, and to our teachers, our 
         elders.  Because I realize that I'm going to be an elder at one
         time and all of you here are going to have that role of an 
         elder.  And keeping in mind that education is making our young



         students whole and is very important, especially at this very 
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         crucial time when we need that education that we must have to 
         make our living.... 
          
         (End of Side A) 
         (Side B) 
          
         Smith Atimoyoo (
         important role in
         explained 
         forget and that I will not forget to respect.  Many little 
         things, many little happenings, many little interpretations of 
         why, it has held me up and held our people up - in today's 
         term, giving you a lift when it's most needed, in a very 
         complicated world in which we live in today.  Sometimes beca
         we have taken one side of education wholly, the system, we have 
         failed our own and we have come to think of it as a... perha
  
         we're saying is we don't give a hoot about our Indian peop
         And that is sad when I begin to think of me as being nobody.  
         And that is why I feel it is very important to me.  I'm a very 
         privileged person that I learned under the tutorship of my 
         mother and father.  In this way, I respect my Indian people 
         whoever they are, whatever language they speak, because 
         language is a privilege.  We are born with that language and we
         should not forget it.  Too soon have some of our people 
         forgotten it.  Therefore we are losing some of the very 
         important things that we are to learn so that we can be whole

of          And being whole, perhaps to our people is making a study 
         lifetime.  
          
         In the old days our elders were our teachers.  Our elders
         our doctors, medicine people, nurses, professors - professional 
         people that knew what they were talking about.  Because the 

ve that message to their children because they did          elders belie
         th
         child.  That is why, as I said before, we did not need 
         policemen to police our communities.  That was the work of our 
         mothers who taught us the basic rules and laws of conduct.  
         That started right in our own tipi.  We had kinship.  Kinship 
         that we have forgotten.  Take the word cousin in the English 
         language.  In the Indian way, (Cree), all those meant 
         something.  To make us whole, to make us more understanding.  

;          To create that oneness in our community, that's why we had it
         that's why we had that kinship.  We had our clans.  The same 
         way.  It was respect.  Today we don't.  If we don't have that,

room f         there is a lot of room for conflict, there is a lot of 
         gossip, there is a lot of room for utter disrespect for our own
         people. 
          
         We don't respect those elders that haven't gone through 
         education like we have, that haven't gone to school, that 
         haven't gone to a white school.  Just because they cannot talk 
         English a
         At
         little respect for them.  Because we have not gone throug
         original school, our own school, our own system of educatio



         our own home, in our own Indian home.  We sort of tend now to 
          
         leave it up to that teacher.  Or we leave it up to that 
         minister or priest or whoever.  We just hand our kids over to 
         them instead of doing that ourselves.  That's what the system 
         has done to some of our people.  And a great deal of credit 
         should be given to those people who today are trying to 
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         understand our Indian ways, the values that we had that were 
         given to us as Indian people to live with.  Perhaps in this way
         we can come closer to what cooperation means, to being friendly
         means.  We can be educated in the white man's way and use it 
         a meaningful way so that we can understand the people who
         around us.  The technical people who have so much knowledge an
         what we see today, maybe we can understand.  But there is 
         something that we must understand too, that is still around us 
         even though we've gone through this, maybe we have forgotten 
         some of our ways, and that is our spiritual contact with the 
         Creator that gave us the privilege of seeing and hearing and 
         living today.  And these are the things, I guess, that are 
         important at this time in this transition, to see.  Sometimes 
         we tend to look at things or we try to pretend to look at 
         things from not me, but somebody else.  I think sometimes, you
         know when I think about these things, we've been trying to live 
         somebody else's way of life.  Somebody else that we are not. 
          
         We've become very individualistic.  Our people did a lot of 
         sharing, not that we wanted something for nothing.  We never 
         got anything for nothing.  Our medicines, you know yourselves, 
         a lot of you know yourselves, that when we pick up a root, we 
         pu
         learning process.  What is it?  Why did our people do it?  Wh
         do we give gifts when we have a visitor in our home?  In the 
         west we still practise that.  It's an appreciation for that 
         person coming to visit us.  Even our own relatives that come to
         see us, we give them a little gift in memory of that little 
         visit they have given us.  And perhaps we need that little bit 
         of something that they say to us that will help us to combat 
         some of the very complex things that we have to go through.  
         Some things that are very frustrating in today's world.  
         Sometimes we overlook those down-to-earth things.  Those very
         little things, perhaps that will help us, perhaps, to give us 
         that extra lift that we need in our everyday lives.  Sometimes
         we are not, we don't feel worthy.  But we have forgotten the 

 is         elders sayings that we have heard.  And today I guess this
         what we are about, when we meet together today that we are 
         sharing these thoughts, the thoughts that the chiefs are 
         sharing with us.  So that we can lay that foundation in our 
         tipis. 
          

to         I want to close with something that my mother has passed on 
         me.  My mother and my father both were very traditional pe
         My mother did not understand a word of English.  My father we

l a day, one day in his life.  And something happene         to schoo
          
         that he didn't continue that part of education.  But to me, 
         they were professional educationalists.  I value some of the 
         things that they have taught me.  Most of my life, I've always 



         seen my mother every day as long as I could remember....  Every 
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         morning, whether it's raining, snowing, I used to see her go
         outside in her little shawl.  If it's on nice days, she'd sta
         around and look around and turn around and that's it, she came
         in.  But she never said anything.  And about the third year in 
         college, I wondered about this. 
          
         When I went through our reserve day school, they were called at 
         that time, I had the privilege of being selected to go to 
         college.  Being selected by those missionaries that were in 
         that particular reserve of ours. 
         kn
         And so at that particular time, it's not as easy.  It wasn't 
         easy at that time to be educated.  You had to belong to one 
         these missionary bodies and we happened to be in that positio
         And naturally I guess they wanted to use these particular yo
         men and women to foster their way of educating us so they can 
         use us to go and educate our people, to make more converts.  
         So they talked to my father who was a traditional man and both 
         my father and mother knew that I had to be educated, I had to 
         go to school.  I had to finish school to be able to try and 
         understand the people who were all around me, whom I am going 
         to work with, whom I am going to get support from if I 
         understood them and learned their ways.  That included the 
         missionaries.  I went to high school and it was hard for me to 
         go away from school, the school that was right on the reserve.
         The teacher there was a very hard teacher.  You know, she was 
         so strong, so powerful.  And she looked at you, she look
         you right through you.  You can't help but kind of simmer do
         and obey what she told us.  "You do this, you do that," and we 
         had to do it.  And the missionary at that time on our reserve 
         wanted me to be a missionary.  I'm glad that I had that 
         privilege of moving through that school, that spiritual school,
         that spiritual setting.  I'm glad that I went through because I 
         learned what they were talking about, what they still talk 
         about.  That perhaps had uplifted the white man.  They 
         understood what Christianity meant, it helped them.  Some
         I wondered why my folks who were very traditional, wanted me to 
         go through that kind of school.  But he told me, my dad told 
         me.  "You have to understand their spiritual thinking so tha

 yo         we can work together, our spiritual, what we have taught
         So that getting the good values out of these two, you may be 
         able to pass on the good things.  And perhaps there will be an 
         understanding of why we do it this way, why we observe the 
         Creator.  The Creator is no different to the spiritual being 
         that they were talking about, they call God." 
          
         So I went to school, I went to college, I went to university 
         and went through the theological college.  At nine years old
         wasn't able to talk a word of English.  Comical things happene
         through that process.  You know, at school we w
         ta
         supervisors in that playground, supervise, you know, to make 
         sure that we didn't talk Cree.  So my little buddy and I used 
         to talk a language that wasn't Cree.  We made it up ourselves; 
         we jabbered.  I don't know what kind of language it was but we 
         used to talk.  So long as it didn't sound like Cree.  Maybe 



         was, we were trying to talk English.... 
          
         (Break in Tape) 
          
         ...and I tried to remember it.  I lived with it that day.  That 
         night, I slept with it.  And I woke up with it, I remembered 

th it.  I ate with it.  I lost my appetite, but I ate this.  I 
ke that and on going to school all that 

rning, that's all I thought about.  Recess time everybody ran 
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il 
e got so tired, I guess, she let me go and let me stand in 

 
can't you sit still?"  I 
 a licking."  He says, 

         wi
         went to school li
         mo
         out, down those stairs and onto the playground.  I was the last 
         one to run down those stairs.  I didn't see this rock at the 
         bottom and I stepped on it and twisted my ankle.  And strangely 
         enough, I forgot what I was supposed to say, I forgot that
         English.  And I stood there for a while trying to remember what 
         I was supposed to say and I couldn't.  I went along to the 
         playground and I kind of edged around.  I had my good eye on 
         this supervisor and I moved away from him and finally he caught 
         up to me and said, "Let me hear you talk English."  And I 
         didn't remember that word that I was supposed to say. 
          
         But I did remember the words of our farm instructor who came t
         our house and wanted to buy our saddle horse.  Had the bit and 
         kind of leaned on it and being on a horse, you know, natura
         step towards him, stepped on his toe.  And the very lan
         th
         with a hammer, it just comes out natural, "You goddamn son of a 
         bitch," you know.  And funny, I learned that; I remembered 
         that.  Because maybe it was funny to see that grown up man 
         holding his foot up and hopping on that foot, saying this over 
         and over again, eh.  I looked up at this supervisor and I told
         him, I said, "Goddamn son of a bitch."  And he grabbed me by 

hat          the back of the neck and marched me to the school.  And at t
         time, they had a double desk, old time double desks.  I don'
         know if you have seen them but out there, we used them.  They 
         were double desks.  And they laid me across this and he waled 
         the dickens out of me until I didn't feel anything back here 
         but still was hurting.  And I didn't want to cry, maybe she 
         wanted me to cry.  But we belonged to the Brave Society, you 
         know.  My father told me that if I did something wrong, I'd be 
         punished, I'd be whipped, and it's my own doing.  "So you  
          
         don't cry, you're a man."  I didn't cry but the wrong thing I
         did was I looked at that teacher who was waling me and she 
         turned red and white and blue, whatever.  You know, she used to 
         do that when she got mad.  And she waled me all the more unt
         sh
         the corner for the rest of the day. 
          
         When I got back home, I sat down for supper.  I couldn't sit 
         very long because my bum was sore.  I'd go on one cheek and 
         then on the other, you know, sort of.  And my father noticed I
         guess.  "What's wrong with you?  Why 

ld him, "I was bad today and I got         to
         "Well, what did you do?"  I said, "I talked English and I was 
         punished.  I didn't know what that farm instructor said.  
         Remember when he was here to buy that horse and that horse 
         stepped on him and he said something and he talked English?  I 



         said those words too and the teacher gave me a licking."  I 
         told him my bum was sore because it was sore and he said, "What 
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         did you say?"  and I told him.  (Cree)  He says, "You shoul
         say that, they are very bad words."  I didn't know; I didn't
         know the difference.  What I'm saying is that there are many 
         things that we have not understood.  There are many things th
         we do.  Had they told me, if that teacher told me some of the 
         things that I was going to meet up with, I wouldn't have gone 
         to... I wouldn't have had problems as I did.  
          
         I went away to that college and in that college they had about 
         forty cement steps leading up that door.  I went up those every
         time I wanted to get hurt because I was scared.  I didn't know 
         where I was going.  I didn't know what was insi
         ne
         commotion inside.  The door flew open, right away.  The teacher 
         said, "You'll be all right, you're going to be in the hands of 
         good Christian people.  Boys that came from good Christian 
         homes."  And that door flew open, these boys are fighting. 
         These two boys are fighting and you know, those very same words 
         came out.  That the farm instructor used some years ago.  I 
         don't know what I felt like.  Later on it wasn't so bad because 
         I learned to use those words because the teacher told me to 
         learn everything what they did, those good little Christian 
         boys and girls.  It didn't mean... to me, I didn't swear at 
         home.  Like what Ronny was saying, there is no swear words, no 
         words that will indicate that.  There is no way that you can 
         take His name in vain or, you know, that idea.  So, these ver
         mixed feelings that I had, in one going through this process.
         And it was hard to understand, it was hard to try and put 
         things together. 
          
         Had it not been for my mother, I guess I would have been here 
         today, to try to convert you, to try to convince you.  And she 

I am         said, "The moment I step out of my lodge, my humble lodge, 
         in my church."  I 
         so
          
         way, to give me the information that I wanted, that I needed.  
         And after doing this, she was very glad.  She hugged me and 
         kissed me and she said, "This is an old Indian tradition and 
         handed down from our ancestors.  Our old ladies' way.  So this
         is
         Because I'm praying for you, my children, to have a good day.  
         I have to do this in the morning, the first thing in the 
         morning.  Your father was blessed with his sense of speaking. 
         That's why he lifts up his pipe, burns his sweetgrass and talks 
         to the Creator that gives us that life, that gives us that
         that you are alive, that we are alive today.  The woman is a 

ense          little different, but she was given senses too to use, a s
         of sight, a sense of hearing.  That's what I use when I go out 
         there.  For instance, you see that bird flying this way?"  
         There was a bird flying our way.  She said, "That bird is 
         flying because it's wings are strong now.  And I have to make 
         those wings of yours strong enough for you to fly.  There will 
         be a time that you are going to fly.  And in flying, you'll be 
         at a vantage point where you can see things coming your way 



         you can sidestep them.  So this is why I have to say these 
         things to you every day.  So two days ago that flower was 
         there.  We didn't see that flower.  Today it's bloomed and we 
         can see it."  And she took me over there and she said, "Look, 
         how beautiful it is.  See the colors in that flower, see the 
         blending in that flower, you know.  Feel it.  Get down on your 
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         knees and feel it."  And we sat down and felt that flower. 
         felt it and down the stem.  She said, "Look, down the stem 
         there, look at how it's created.  Now you go home, you go to 
         the house and find that digger."  So I went and ran to the 
         house and I went and found a digger and I brought it and we 
         uprooted that flower.  She said, "There is a lot of things we 
         don't see, a lot of wonderful things that we don't see, but 
         they are there.  This is how it gets it's food.  This is how i
         was created, through those little fibres and through the thi
         that are some way down there, that He gave that little plant 
         grow."  And under me, she was parting this grass, and she 
         motioned to me and she said, "Look at that little insect.  It
         alive because it's moving.  It was created.  So why it was 
         created?  To have a purpose.  Created so that this will make us 
         wonder what a wonderful living world in which we live in.  And 
         compare your size to that little insect.  That little insec
         contributing to the wonderful living world in which we live in. 
         And you can be how much more you contribute to that wonderfu
         living world."  Thank you.  
          
         (applause) 
          
         Dominic:  I will next call on Chief Norman Agounie. 
          
          
         Norman Agoun
         ha
         nice to see such a large crowd show up and this prove

e interested in our Indian education.  As most of          ar
         ar
         rightful places in our everyday lives as advisors and 
         educators.  For too long they have been left in the sidelines.  
         At one time, they were our only source of education.  I believe 
         too much emphasis is put on the white man's formal education 

of          and we're not learning enough about the morals and respect 
         everyday life as we once knew it, and as was taught by 
         elders.  I also believe this is why our young people are in so 
         much trouble today with the law and dropping out of school and 
         whatever.  And I believe it is time we relearned the basics of
         life while we still have our elders around.  I leave these 
         thoughts with you and sincerely hope that we can all learn 
         something here today.  Thank you. 
          
         (applause) 
          
         Dominic:  I will now call on Chief James McGregor from 
         Whitefish River. 
          
         James McGreg

 up here.         is
         from Whitefish River.  I think the more I've heard here 



         sort of reminds me of my younger days.  Because I think we were 
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         taught to respect our elders quite a bit.  I have to go back a
         little bit I suppose to my uncle who was a chief for forty 
         years or something like that.  And I think a lot of people 
         admired him because he was a chief that never got up and got a 
         piece of paper to make a speech.  He was more gifted in a way 
         to meet and address people.  I don't know how he done it but he 
         seemed to remember everything on the top of his head.  And h
         was always a spokesman.  And being a chief I have to try and
         see, well you know, got to try and do just as good as he was, 
         knowing the load that I have to carry, knowing the way I have 
         to perform in public.  There is no doubt in my mind, this is 
         always in my mind. 
          
         And in later years there was another chief that succeeded him. 
         As a result, he's here with me today.  In fact, he came with me
         yesterday and he came with me again this morning.  I told him 
         that we'd be leaving
         I 
         he was coming down to see if I was awake.  So I don't suppose 
         he depends on the alarm clock as much as I do.  And I also 
         respect this man a lot because he had his own way of dealing 
         with matters in our own community.  He had his own beliefs.  He 
         was a determined man.  Goes to prove you don't have to be very 
          
         big to get things done because I still respect him.  And he'l
         come to the office now and again and pay a visit.  That I too 
         respect a lot. 
          
         I 
         really doing is that we don't take time to pay a visit to our 
         elders.  I often wonder if we ever take time to visit our own 
         parents.  I'm a 
         le
         25 years, 25, 26 years.  Sort of invalid.  And just this pas
         year my oldest sister decided to bring her back home.  She said
         it was about time that we did something as a family.  It's 
         about time that we took time to look after her while we got 
         her.  So I respect my sister for bringing that idea up.  As a 
         result, she still looks after her right now.  Because the reaso
         I'm saying this is that looking around my own community, I 
         don't think there is too many younger people really visiting
         their parents - their mothers and fathers or grandparents, 
         whatever the case may be.  There is a lack of something there. 
         And I often think that they didn't have to go to high school, 
         they didn't have to attend colleges or universities but yet 
         know, they are pretty smart people.  They have the knowledge, 
         they have the wisdom.  I recall we had a little saw mill.  A
         we had a student that graduated from college and I said, "There 
         is a pile of lumber over there.  Give me an estimate on board 
         feet."  So he grabs a piece of paper and he walks over and in 
         about ten minutes he come back with a piece of paper and I 
         looked at it and I said, "You know, for some reason that tells 
         me that figure is not right."  And my uncle never went to high 
         school but I think he went as far as grade two, you could call 
         it.  Book two, I think he said.  So I guess that's grade two.  
         And then he took night school, correspondence for mechanical



         and then he went in the army.... 
          
         (End of Side B) 
          
         (End of Conference Tape 1)     
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